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THE SEVENTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY 


Frank Stead, Chief, Division Environmental Sanitation, 
California State Department Public Health 


Mr. Stead attended the Seventh World Health Assembly Geneva, Switzer- 
land, May 21st, technical adviser with the delegation. The 
official delegation this annual plenary session the World Health 
Organization included three voting members, two alternates and six technical 


advisers. Mr. Stead was the only Californian among the delegates, although 
Dr. Karl Meyer, Medical Director the Hooper Foundation, Medical 
School, and Professor Gotaas the University California attended and 
participated technical discussions scheduled apart from the World Health 


Assembly sessions. 


impossible comprehend the 
achievements conference com- 
plex the annual World Health As- 
sembly without first briefly reviewing 
the structure the World 
Health Organization. 


ORGANIZATION 

The governing legislative body 
the World Health Organization the 
Assembly. Its membership open 
all countries and initially all countries 
belonged, the present time 
neither nor her satel- 
lite countries are active, although they 
are still carried the roster mem- 
bers. The assembly presided over 
president elected the first session 
and serving for one annual meeting 
only. The work the Assembly 
done during the conference two 
main committees, one Program 
and Budget, and one Administra- 
tion, Finance and Legal Matters. 


What may the executive 
arm the World Health Organiza- 
tion the executive board. The board 
composed persons who are the 
nominees countries selected 
the Assembly, with one-third turnover 
each year. the function the 


executive board prepare the pro- 
gram and budget proposals and trans- 
late into programs the in- 
structions the Assembly. Member- 
ship this board and 
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great emphasis placed upon equit- 
able geographic distribution mem- 
bership. The executive board meets 
twice year. 


The actual program operation 
year-round basis performed the 
Secretariat, headed the Director 
General, who appointed the As- 
sembly. The Director General 
officio the Assembly and 
the executive board and his posi- 
tion great importance the suc- 
cess the entire program. Under him 
are the headquarters staff Geneva 
which numbers about and 
largely technical. addition, because 
would obviously impractical 
administer world-wide program 
from one point, the member countries 
have been organized into six regions, 
each with its regional director and his 
staff. This regional grouping 
great significance since inevitably 
reflects groupings, large degree, 
and political backgrounds. 
The six regions are: African Region, 
Region the Americas, South-East 
Asia Region, European Region, East- 
ern Mediterranean Region, and West- 
ern Region. 

addition these regular organ- 
izational units, the World Health Or- 
ganization has the past made ex- 
tensive use expert committees 
study and report technical sub- 
jects. very important distinction 
that members expert committees 
represent only themselves while mem- 
bers delegations the Assembly 
represent their countries official 
and formal manner, and their actions 
commitments their gov- 
ernments. 


CONDUCT THE SEVENTH WORLD 
HEALTH ASSEMBLY 


The seventh World Health Assem- 
bly, like several its predecessors, 
was held the Palais des Nations 
Geneva, Switzerland, the impres- 
sive building erected for the League 
Nations following World War 
Seventy-two nations were attend- 
ance, the delegates most commonly 
representing their national health 
ministries. The United States delega- 
tion consisted the following: 


Voting Members 
Chester Keefer, M.D. 
Assistant the Secretary 
Department Health, Welfare and 
Education 


Leonard Scheele, M.D. 
Surgeon General, Public Health 
Service 


Harold Erickson, M.D., Director 
Oregon State Health Department 


Alternates 

Frederick Brady, M.D. 
Chief, International Health Section 
Public Health Service 


Howard Calderwood 


Technical Advisers 


Harold Diehl, M.D., Dean 
Minnesota School Public Health 
John Hanlon, M.D., Chief 
Foreign Operations Administration 
Harold Hillenbrand, D.D.S. 
Executive Secretary, American Dental 
Association 


Frank Stead, Chief 
Division Environmental Sanitation 
California State Department Public 
Health 


Mrs. Nell Hodgson Woodruff 
Citizens’ Representative 
Atlanta, Georgia 


Laurence Wyatt, Research Assistant 
Division International Health 
Public Health Service 


The Assembly opens with general 
plenary sessions and then divides 
into working committees. rapidly 
working committees agree rec- 
ommendations they are considered 
plenary session and adopted re- 
jected. Consequently plenary sessions 
are interspersed throughout the con- 
ference, which lasts three weeks. This 
year there were plenary sessions 
and approximately twice many 
meetings each working committee. 
Plenary sessions and committee meet- 
ings are similar sessions the Leg- 
islature and its committees, except for 
problems language. This difficulty 
most successfully solved having 
every speech comment simulta- 
neously translated into all the work- 
ing languages, which are English, 
French, and Spanish, that there 
delay. Delegates wear earphones 
and tune the language desired. 
Each delegation assigned desk 
and votes raising its name card ex- 
cept when roll demanded. 
Verbatim minutes are kept plenary 
meetings but only digests state- 
ments made committee meetings 
are recorded. 


The major items the first plenary 
sessions were election president and 
members replace retiring members 
the executive board. This year the 
Assembly elected president Dr. 


Togba Liberia. Dr. Togha, 
full-blooded bush tribe native, 
educated missionaries, 
medicine Oxford and took 
vanced public health degrees John 
Hopkins and Harvard. His 
president was interpreted 


ciples the World Health 


tion. 

the third day the delegates 
advisers were divided into the 
main committees and was 
the Committee Program 
Budget, presided over Dr. 
Aujaleu France. The program 
ing the past year was reviewed, 
region, and decisions made 
changes revisions for the coming 
year. Here are few 
sions this review. 


African Region. Control com. 
municable diseases, such malaria 
and trypanosomatoses which sap the 
strength the natives, continue 
the problems first importance, 
ternal and child health services 


ing close second. Great emphasis 


placed the countries this region 
the importance health 
tion and professional training, 
ing generally agreed that professional 
persons should trained the 
try which they will work. 


Region the Americas. The pub 
health program this region 
well advanced virtue the 
vious programs the Pan 
Sanitary Bureau, Rockefeller 
dation, and the Institute 
American Affairs. fact, the 
director for World Health 
tion this region Dr. Fred Soper, 
the director for the Pan American 
Sanitary Bureau. Strong 
continues placed upon 
mental sanitation. With the 
under control yellow fever, yaw 
and other devastating endemic 
tions, this region now swinging 
ward general public health 
distinguished from specialized 
grams. 


Southeast Asia Region. This is! 
region dense and diversified pop 
ulation beset with all the great 
mating diseases. Language 
lem difficult solution. This 
tural changes that its leaders say 
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trying plan and carry out 50- 
program years. Simulta- 
yous efforts are being made combat 
tuberculosis, and other dis- 
train technical and professional 
and establish continuing 
sanitation programs 


into local institutions. Med- 


care must course incorpo- 
nted into the public health program 
with preventive medical meas- 
the optimism the public health 
this area the face 
insuperable obstacles. 


European Region. This the re- 
where the state development 
countries most nearly like our 
and where public health has 
progressed beyond the control epi- 
demic diseases into the more sophisti- 


ated aspects program. Here major 


mphasis seminars for exchange 
information and methods, 
and training, although mater- 


and child health continues high 
the priority scale. This region favors 


programs for disease 
and prefers have its experts 
trained other countries for the 
this practice. Mental health and occu- 


pational health are increas- 


ing attention. 


Region. 
The crusades and religious pilgrim- 
this region and the great epi- 


demies plague, cholera, and small- 


pox which they spread brought about 


the first efforts international health 
far back 1750. Today this re- 
mains region very great need for 
help. The above mentioned 
are still endemic this re- 
The bitter dispute between the 
and the Israeli has prevented 
the development cooperative pro- 
gram this region and this As- 
plans were finally worked out 
the two groups meet separately 
with neutral members attending both 
and with exchange re- 
ports. Members this region repeat- 
stressed that was their 
contact with the outside world 
public health programs. was 
like reading ancient book hear 
their pleas the Director General 
ind his staff Damascus 
ind Bagdad.’’ Most the population 
villages and the great need 


for trained nurses and sanitary in- 
spectors well doctors and ad- 
ministrators. 


Western Pacific Region. This 
area great contrasts conditions 
development, since includes areas 
ranging from the the Ant- 
arctic oceans. The area still suffer- 
ing the effects the war and, gen- 
eral, standards living are very low. 
Major emphasis still control 
and parasitic diseases but 
the trend for rapidly increasing at- 
tention environmental sanitation. 
This region keenly aware the 
need for reliable health statistics and 
the need study priorities very care- 
fully order accomplish the most 
results over period years with 
the resources hand. Because un- 
pleasant living conditions, there 
desperate shortage trained public 
health workers from outside and em- 
phasis now placed training 
native personnel, not only practical 
nurses, health educators, sanitarians, 
and village workers, but also the 
professions requiring many years 
specialized 


General Discussion 


the general discussions which 
followed the regional discussions the 
four principal topics were (1) eval- 
uation programs (both before and 
after they are carried out), (2) de- 
termination priorities between dif- 
ferent types programs (including 
fellowships for training) and special 
projects for each region, and (3) the 
general question research. 

the matter research, the 
United States delegation introduced 
resolution proposing expanded 
program research stimulation 
organization since the only organ- 
ization position see the prob- 
lems all the countries broad per- 
spective. [This discussion provoked 
sufficient interest the subject 
radio which Mr. Stead 
participated and which being re- 
leased the United States the 
United Nations broadcast service.— 

The principal issue the Commit- 
tee Administration, Finance and 
Legal Matters was the size the next 
year’s budget. The United States 
State Department had instructed our 


delegation oppose any increase 
the budget over that last year ($9,- 
000,000). The reason for this position 
was not without logic since for several 
years the has been operating 
false budget composed the as- 
sessments all countries, including 
Russia and the iron curtain countries 
which have notified the that 
they not intend pay. The United 
States has agreed pay one-third 
(334 the budget, but the 
nonpayment the iron coun- 
tries has resulted the United States 
paying about percent the work- 
ing budget. The Director General had 
proposed larger budget for the com- 
ing year and there was overwhelming 
sentiment favor his budget, 
which totaled approximately $11,000,- 
000. 


Technical Discussions 


Although not actual part the 
World Health Assembly, has been 
the custom hold technical discus- 
sion sessions for the members the 
Assembly take advantage the 
opportunity for health leaders 
from all parts the world ex- 
change viewpoints and experiences 
problems public health. 
This year the subject technical 
was ‘‘Rural Health.’’ 
General Chairman was Dr. Stampar 
from Yugoslavia, one the ‘‘char- 
outstanding leader the European 
region. addition, three experts 
were present present various as- 
pects the subjects, one Rural 
Health Services, one Zoonoses (dis- 
eases animals communicable 
man), and one Rural Environ- 
mental Sanitation. The expert 
Zoonoses was Dr. Meyer, Med- 
ical Director the Hooper Founda- 
tion, Medical School. the 
rural environmental 
sanitation, which took active 
part, representatives principally from 
the European and African regions de- 
the peculiar circumstances 
their countries (for example nomad- 
ism Libya) and engineers from the 
apply engineering principles 
sanitation their solution. consid- 
erable amount discussion revolved 
around the efficient conversion 
waste organic material, including hu- 
man excreta and animal manure, into 
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fertilizer improve the food supply 
without the hazards health involved 
their present practices. this dis- 
cussion were fortunate having 
the presence Prof. Gotaas 
the University California, who de- 
scribed the research recently carried 
the university the aerobic 
composting garbage and other or- 
ganic wastes. Fly control, the face 
the time-honored practice hous- 
ing animals the ground floor 
human dwellings many parts 
Europe, also came for great deal 
discussion and the question in- 
secticides and the ability flies 
develop resistance them was ex- 
plored. California experience the 
San Joaquin Valley was great in- 
terest those present this respect. 


GENERAL COMMENTS 


Several impressions gained this 
Assembly and its work sessions throw 
light the true long-range signifi- 
eance this organization. The first 
the keen interest and deep serious- 
ness which the smaller countries 
particular display. Throughout all 
the discussions the continually recur- 
ring note was that this meeting, being 
nonpolitical, had the opportunity 
succeed where the Asian five-power 
conference, simultaneously held the 
same building, did not. 

The second impression was the 
great preponderance public health 
workers present who had been trained 
the United States. These men have 
absorbed, along with their technical 
training, appreciation the spirit 
and technical genius the people 
the United States and almost without 
exception look this country for 
leadership and support the only 
hope for early solution the 
health problems the peoples the 
world. 

third impression was the unex- 
pected success with which these dele- 
gates worked together. Here were rep- 
resentatives countries steeped 
hate and fear each 
other and they were able meet 
around the table with self-control and 
dignity and settle problems which 
their points view, like their lan- 
guages, were widely divergent. 

The fourth major impression was 
the dramatic change that took place 
the the delegates be- 
came personally acquainted. The per- 


Public Health Positions 


City Los Angeles 


Public Health Educators: Two po- 
sitions open. Salary, $440 $545. 
Requires M.P.H. health education 
from accredited school public 
health and two years professional 
experience public health education, 
equivalent combination train- 
ing and experience. Positions open are 
districts with populations 200,- 
000 more. Appointments are sub- 
ject subsequent competitive civil 
service examination. Send qualifica- 
tions, background and photo George 
Uhl, M.D., Health Officer, City 
Los Angeles, 116 Temple Street, Los 
Angeles 12. 


Stanislaus County 


Public Health Staff Nurses: For 
generalized program county health 
department located north San 
Joaquin Valley. Salary, $318 $385. 
Car furnished. Certificate public 
health nursing and California driver’s 
license required. For further infor- 
mation write George O’Brien, M.D., 
Stanislaus County Health Officer, 
Box 1607, Modesto. 


San Bernardino County 


Public Health Nurses: Supervising 
Public Health Nurse with salary 
range $360 $438; Public Health 
Nurse for desert position, $360 
$397; Public Health Nurse, Valley 
area, $327 $397. All applicants 
must eligible for Public Health 
Nursing Certificate California and 
have Write County Civil Serv- 
ice Office, 236 Third Street, San Ber- 
nardino. 


sonalities the various delegates be- 
came more and more factor their 
success winning their points and 
respect came rendered without 
regard the size the country rep- 
resented. 

impossible come away from 
the World Health Assembly without 
realizing the tremendous potential for 
good which the has its 
possession and the tremendous oppor- 
tunity which presents the United 
States earn and occupy that posi- 
tion world leadership for which 
the smaller countries the world are 
looking us. 


Polio Vaccine Field Trial Follow-up 
Keeps Check Mobile Population 


special follow-up children 
participated the poliomyelitis 
cine field trials has been inaugurated 
the Department’s Bureau 
Communicable Diseases. 

Because certain portion the 


Nation’s population moves yearly 


another county, either the same 
different state, the cooperation 


local health officers sought 
observation cases poliomyelitis 
this mobile group order they not 


lost the study. 


only area California which polio. 
myelitis vaccine field trials are being 


quently, will made all cases 


the disease occurring that 


detect and study cases 
myelitis the various health 
tions which were resident 


area the time inoculations were 


given, the bureau requests the 


lowing information 


Ascertain for each reported case 
poliomyelitis children six nine 


years age, the patient’s 


during the period February-May, 


1954. the patient lived 
ulation area where the vaccine 


given, please telephone the bureau 
(BE rkeley 7-7203) for further 
tails the information needed. 

master list the states and 
ties which the field trials were held 
has been sent local health officers 


facilitate their determination 


whether ‘‘migrant’’ child with 


poliomyelitis was living trial 
the time the inoculations 


given. 


tainty whether the child lived 


trial area, his name, address, 
county, and state residence the 
spring 1954 should telephoned 
the bureau. 


The identifying information will 


sent the national evaluation center 
determine the status the child’ 
participation. 


the child did not live 


area during the spring 1954, 
further action need taken for the 
purpose the vaccine field trials. 
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Branch Establishes 


Fee 


the Western Branch, 
Public Health Association, 
membership fee, ac- 
action taken the 1954 
mal meeting Seattle May. 
places the supporting donation 
requested annually. Since 
mary Ist more than 600 members 
contributed more. Those 
have contributed are being 
dues for the current fiscal year, 
ends April 30, 1955. Those who 
contributed more are ex- 
from additional payment this 
Amy Darter, Western 
secretary, reports that there 
1,500 the membership 

who have not contributed 
Branch this year. They are 
ing asked send their 
their annual membership. 


Applicants are not required 


APHA. Persons inter- 


fields may obtain application 
for Western Branch member- 
Mrs. Darter, the Division 
laboratories, California State De- 


Public Health, 2180 


Street, Berkeley 


Branch Officers 


and new Regional Board 
the Western Branch, 
merican Public Health Association, 
the annual meeting Se- 
are follows: 


Williams, Director Health 
Arizona State Health Depart- 
Phoenix. 


Carlyle Thompson, M.D., Executive 
mer, Montana State Board Health, 
Montana. 


Adolph Weinzirl, M.D., Professor Pub- 

Health and Preventive Medicine and 

Department, Department Public 

and Preventive Medicine, University 
Medical School. 

Max Levine, Ph.D., Chief, Bureau 

Territorial Department 


Gilbert Crecelius, Ph.D., Director 
Laboratories, Arizona State Department 
Health, Phoenix. 


Secretary-Treasurer 

Mrs. Amy Darter, Supervising Bacteri- 
ologist, Division Laboratories, California 
State Department Public Health, Berke- 
ley. 


Elective Members the Regional Board for 
1954-56 

Miss Myrtle Greenfield, Director, State 
Public Health Laboratory, New Mexico State 
Department Public Health, Albuquerque. 

Mrs. Olive Klump, Assistant Director, 
Bureau Public Health Nursing, Los An- 
geles County Health Department, Los An- 
geles. 

Richard Lee, M.D., Dr. P.H., Acting 
Health Officer, Territorial Department 
Health, Honolulu. 

Mr. Edwin Ruppert, Engineer 
Charge, Environmental Sanitation Section, 
Washington State Department Health, 
Seattle. 


Ralph Sachs, M.D., Chief, Public 


Unit, Hanford Atomic Products Op- 


eration, General Electric Company, Richland. 


One new section—Records and Statistics— 
was activated this year. Chairmen for the 
seven sections were elected follows: 
Epidemiology 

John Chapman, M.D., Assistant Di- 
rector, Bureau Medical Services, Los An- 
geles City Health Department. 

Industrial Health 

Mario Storlazzi, Industrial Hygiene Chem- 
ist, Environmental Research Laboratory, 
University Washington School Medi- 
cine. 

Laboratory Section 

Alcor Browne, Ph.D., Chief, Bacteri- 
ology Laboratory, California State Depart- 
ment Public Health. 

Public Health 

Elizabeth Anderson, Director Health 
Education, Montana State Board Health. 
Records and Statistics 


George Ormrod, Public Health Statis- 
tics Section, Washington State Department 
Health. 


Sanitation 

George Marx, Director and Chief Engi- 
neer, Bureau Sanitation, Arizona Depart- 
ment Health. 
Venereal Disease 


Gerald Heidbreder, M.D., Chief, Di- 
vision Venereal Disease Control, Los An- 
geles County Health Department. 


Protecting the health the worker 
that covers the whole complex range 
prevention, diagnosis, treatment, 
care and—notably—health education 
and information—Dr. Leonard 
Scheele, Surgeon General, Pub- 
lic Health Service. 


Glenn County Survey 
Completed 


the request the Glenn County 
Board Supervisors, the State De- 
partment Public Health has con- 
ducted study existing public 
health problems and needs Glenn 
County. The survey consisted 
review available statistics and in- 
formation, intensive observation 
conditions throughout the county, 
and interview various community 
groups and selected individuals. 

This involved the accumulation 
factual information and the determi- 
nation existing attitudes 


Sanitation, including water sup- 
plies; sewage disposal, garbage 
and trash disposal, restaurant and 
food sanitation and recreational 
sanitation. 

Medical and health conditions, in- 
cluding the availability, use, na- 
ture and organization existing 
services, well causes ill- 
ness, accidents, and deaths. 


Working and living conditions. 


Prevalence insects, and their 
nuisance and health effects. 


The field work the survey was 
nine staff members 
the State Health Department during 
the weeks May 17-28. 

report the findings together 
with recommendations being pre- 
pared and will submitted the 
Glenn County Board Supervisors 
early July. 


Personal Notes 


Richard Peters, Chief the 
Bureau Vector Control, was named 
president-elect the American Mos- 
quito Control Association its 
annual meeting New Jersey. 
will serve president during 1955. 

Edwin Lennette, M.D., Chief 
the Viral and Rickettsial Labora- 
tory, has been elected membership 
the American Epidemiological 
Society recognition for his work 
the epidemiology fever, in- 
fluenza and other virus diseases. 

Dr. Lennette June 7th delivered 
the 40th annual lecture before Alpha 
Omega Alpha, honorary medical so- 
ciety, the University Nebraska 
College Medicine. His lecture re- 
lated advances the prophylaxis 
poliomyelitis. 
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Training Aid Program Revised 


The training aid program, whose 
main purpose assist local health 
departments and the State Depart- 
ment Public Health recruiting 
people who are properly qualified 
fill vacancies professional, adminis- 
trative, and technical positions, has 
been undergoing several revisions. 

The office training has been 
transferred from the Division 
Local Health Services the Division 
Administration. Dr. George 
Palmer the department’s training 
officer. advisory committee 
training with membership outside 
the department has been appointed 
the State Board Public Health. 
The first meeting the committee was 
held June and numerous recom- 
mendations were made redefine the 
training policies and clarify the 
administration the program. 

This 13-member advisory commit- 
tee will assist the department the 
establishment standards for the 
selection public health personnel 
for stipend training. 

Committee members are: William 
Griffiths, Ph.D., Associate Professor, 
School Health, University 
California; Dr. Paul Leonard, 
President, San Francisco State Col- 
lege; William Smith, Training 
Officer, State Personnel Board, Sac- 
ramento; Mrs. Lulu Hassenplug, 
Dean School Nursing, University 
McClellan, Health and Hospital Com- 
mittee County Supervisors 
Association, Lompoc; Mrs. Dalrie 
Lichtenstiger, Executive Secretary, 
California Tuberculosis and Health 
Association, San Francisco; Rodney 
Beard, M.D., Professor Public 
Health and Preventive Medicine, 
Stanford University Medical School, 
San Francisco; Walter Tait, Sen- 
ior Training Specialist, Standard Oil 
Company California, San Fran- 
Edward Lee Russell, M.D., 
Orange County Health Officer James 
Malcolm, M.D., Alameda County 
Health Officer, representing the Cali- 
fornia Conference Local Health 
Officers; Harold Trimble, M.D., 
Oakland, representing the California 
Medical Association Richard Carpen- 
ter, Berkeley, Executive Secretary, 
League California Cities; Mrs. 
Bevil, Sacramento, representing 
the State Board Public Health. 


Former Board President Dies 


Dr. George Elliott Ebright, for 
years president the California State 
Board Public Health and San 
Francisco physician for more than 
years, died June 26th his home 
San Francisco. Dr. Ebright was ap- 
pointed the State Board Public 
Héalth 1915 Governor Hiram 
Johnson and served board presi- 
dent until 1931. was also former 
president the California Academy 
Medicine and for years served 
associate professor clinical medi- 
the University California 
Medical School. specialist in- 
ternal medicine, carried ac- 
tive practice the day his 
death. 


Oregonian birth, Dr. Ebright 
eame San Francisco when 11. 
obtained his medical degree from the 
University California Medical 
School 1899 and did post-graduate 
work Munich, Germany, and Edin- 
burgh, Scotland. 


Psychological First Aid 
Community Disasters 


manual meeting the emotional 
needs disaster victims has recently 
been prepared the request the 
Federal Civil Defense Adminis- 
tration the American Psychiatric 
Association’s Committee Civil De- 
fense. 


The pamphlet describes typical psy- 
chological reactions individuals 
war, explosions, ete. 


Psychological First Aid Com- 
munity Disasters provides ordinary 
citizens, well disaster workers, 
with practical instruction for han- 
dling psychological casualties such 
those who resort blind flight and 
start panics; those who are slowed 
down and numbed those who become 
excessively and those who suf- 
fer bodily symptoms. 


Copies are available from Human 
Relations Aids, 1790 Broadway, New 
York 19, the following price 
—25 cents; 100 999—20 cents; 
1,000 4,999—15 cents. Lower rates 
for larger quantities are available. 


Being Developed for CCS 


Medical Social Service hag 

cluded series regional the 
held throughout the State 
guide for financial eligibility 
ices. The last special 
Committee meeting this 
has also been held. The staff 
ical Social Service now 
produce handbook that may 
eligibility that workers 
and welfare departments may 
for crippled 
services obtain needed care 
the program, elsewhere they 
not eligible. 


This project was undertaken 
request the Legislature and 
General Advisory Committee 
Crippled Children’s Services 
interest which health and 
official and volunteer agency 
nel have this rather complex 
lem. Members the 
Medical Association and other 
the principles which should 
plied for defining how financial 
gibility may determined the 
interest all concerned. 


ang a 
Given Health Personnel 


Staff members state and 
health departments recently 
pleted instructor’s course 
aster sanitation Fresno 
College. 

The courses are sponsored 
the State OCD Medical 
Division and the State 
Public Health and cover 
gency water supplies, 
sewage and’ waste disposal, 
control 
among other subjects. 


way the University 
Los Angeles for county 
departments the south. Only 
for Bay area personnel, will 
this month the University 
fornia field station The 


California’s Health, State Department Public Health, July 15, 1954 


Annual Institute Held for 
Health Lab Directors 


the department’s annual insti- 
for public health laboratory 
method exchanging informa- 
tried, called ‘‘curbstone con- 

The purpose this device 
make easier for participants 
direct consultation from state 
small group basis. 
with enthusiastic acceptance 
way answering indi- 
hal questions and resolving prob- 


this experimental ses- 
Dr. Aleor Browne, chief 
bacteriology laboratory, briefly 
current trends and new 
the public health lab- 
field. Then the institute 
went singly small 
the ‘‘curbstone’’ consultant 
topic they were most inter- 
booths with member 
the state staff stationed each. 
labels read: Bacteriology, Serol- 
Parasitology, Virol- 
Records and Reports, 
Sanitary Bacteriology, 
Food Products, and 
and Suggestions for New 
modeled Laboratories. 


topies for discussion the 
sessions these institutes are 
according the interest ex- 
sed advance the laboratory 
This year’s topics included 
examination food, multi- 
screening, and revision the 
‘‘Manual for the Con- 
was the fifth annual institute 
directors public health labora- 
the State Department 
Health. All but three 
and municipal public health 
California were rep- 


parents who expect live for- 
should have perfectly obedient 
Preston, M.D., 


The Substance Mental Health 


Advisory Committee Meets 


The Crippled Children Services 
Advisory Committee recently held its 
regular semiannual meeting. This 
committee composed members 
the participating specialty groups, 
representatives the California 
Medical Association and other allied 
professional organizations, and rep- 
resentatives interested voluntary 
agencies. 

This group, which has functioned 
advisory capacity the pro- 
gram for some years, strong sup- 
port both program planning and 
matters concerning the mainte- 
nance quality the program serv- 
ices. has also provided channel 


through which members the or- 


ganized professional groups are kept 
informed program developments. 


The advisory committee reviewed 
the situation with respect the 
Crippled Children Services 1954-55 
budget; considered methods en- 
couraging further decentralization 
the program those counties which 
are able accept such responsibility 
discussed current and proposed poli- 
cies for maintenance parents 
medical centers where children are 
crucial stages medical care under 
the reviewed and suggested 
further action the proposed pro- 
phylactic program for the control 
fever California, and 
reviewed pending projects. Subjects 
continued discussion and concern 
have been the results the study 
financial eligibility hoe 
committee and the possible methods 
participation the program 
additional medical groups not now 
qualified. 


Personal Notes 


Dr. Harold Trimble Oakland has 
returned from London where gave, 
invitation, the biennial Papworth 
Lecture Tuberculosis Manson 
Hall. was presented with the 
Varrier Jones Medal for work the 
field tuberculosis, honor be- 
stowed the person giving this lec- 
ture. Dr. Trimble member the 
Training Advisory Committee the 
California State Department Pub- 
lic Health. 


Studies Nursing Homes 
Now Under Way 


The State Department Public 
Health, through its Bureau Hos- 
pitals, taking part two signifi- 
cant nation-wide surveys nursing 
homes and related facilities: one, 
national inventory these facilities 
under the auspices the Public 
Health Service; the other, exten- 
sive study the 
patients nursing homes and related 
facilities, being conducted the 
Commission 


The inventory being made the 
Public Health Service will com- 
pilation information from each 
state agency giving the type, number 
and bed capacity nursing homes 
and related facilities their state. 
This information will provide better 
for developing state programs 
for the chronically ill taking into 
account the role and extent these 
facilities relation the need for 
disease hospital facilities. 


study the characteristics pa- 
tients the nursing homes will 
clarify the role nursing homes and 
related facilities the care long- 
term patients and their appropriate 
relationship chronic disease hos- 
pitals. has the participation the 
following states: California, Colorado, 
Connecticut, Georgia, Indiana, Mary- 
land, Minnesota, New Mexico, New 
York, Oklahoma, Rhode Island, Ver- 
mont, and Wyoming. 


California’s share this study 
being based selected sample rep- 
resenting approximately percent 
the nursing homes the State. 
The Bureau Hospitals expects 
have its report ready August. 
Later issues California’s Health 
will carry information about it. 


The Texas State Department 
Health April issued supplemental 
report its water fluoridation study 
the city Marshall, Texas. 
stated that 1953, among six-year- 
old children, who were born since city 
water fluoridation was begun, 43.8 
percent have histories dental 
Only 13.1 percent Marshall 
six-year-olds had histories den- 
tal decay 1945, before fluoridation. 


California’s Health, State Department Public Health, July 15, 1954 


Food Poisoning Outbreaks Caused 
Improper Food Handling Methods 


number food poisoning out- 
breaks California re- 
cent weeks point the importance 
good food handling practices, partic- 
ularly proper refrigeration. Follow- 
ing are some typical outbreaks com- 
piled the department’s Bureau 
Acute Communicable Diseases from 
reports local health departments: 


Potato salad prepared hours be- 
fore serving, but not refrigerated, was 
eaten persons attending fra- 
ternity house buffet supper. Twenty- 
seven became ill. 


Turkey prepared one day and eaten 
the next after being kept without 
proper refrigeration resulted ill- 
ness five members private 
family. Food specimens sent the 
laboratory were positive for salmon- 
ella. 


Frozen turkey improperly roasted 
and held for long cooling time re- 
sulted illness students among 
270 who ate the meal. Staphylococci 
was recovered from the turkey. 


Beans and Spanish rice prepared 
and stored overnight for lunch the 
fields the next day made workers 
ill out who ate the food. The 
food, left trucks from early morn- 
ing until noon, was heavily contam- 
inated with staphylococci and 
form organisms. 


Taco sandwiches prepared with 
fried beans and chili con for 
workers orange grove resulted 
illness out 252 men who 
ate them. 


Seafood cocktail served ban- 
quet made persons ill out 228 
attending. 


printed in CALIFORNIA STATE PRINTING OFFICE 


Medical Information Now 
Avaiiable Sound Tape 


courses’’ recorded 
sound tape are now available Cali- 
fornia physicians from two 
the Regional Office the Public 
Health Service and the California 
Medical Association. 


The Public Health Service offers 
medical groups California, the 
request approved the State De- 
partment Public Health, the use 
eight reels heart sounds produced 
Dr. Proctor Georgetown 
University Medical School three reels 
discussions rheumatic fever and 
hypertension recognized author- 
ities the American Heart Associa- 
tion Scientific Assembly June, 
1952; and the 3-unit high-fidelity 
playback equipment which espe- 
cially designed prevent accidental 
out’’ the recordings. Bor- 
rowers pay freight charges and insur- 
ance. 


The California Medical Association, 
through its nonprofit subsidiary, Au- 
dio-Digest Foundation, offers way 
tape recorded material three differ- 
ent types postgraduate 


(1) Weekly General Practice Di- 
gests, presenting abstracts from 
hour tape recording. This service 
$2.75 per week for one year, $3.25 
per week for weeks. 


(2) Semimonthly, hour-long. Spe- 
Digests Surgery, Internal 
Medicine, and Obstetrics-Gynecology. 
Also subscription basis, and 
the same price per issue. 


(3) Lectures, recorded the voice 
the clinician. One-hour reels carry- 
ing one two lectures. Those requir- 
ing illustration are accompanied 
filmstrips that can projected that 


way made into slides. 
tures are purchased $3.75 
for the non-illustrated and 
the illustrated. 


Articles and lectures are 
Pasadena. Dr. Wilton 
former State Director 
Board. 


Reserve funds from this 
subsidiary are set aside 
fornia Medical Association for 
bution among the nation’s 
schools. 


This new venture 
tion has already attracted 
attention all over the 
the idea and the 
Jerry Pettis, associate 
public relations for the 
Medical Association. Mr. 
ecutive director the 
Foundation. Further 
obtained from him 
Glendale Avenue, Glendale, 
nia. 


Interlingua 


distinguished medical 
published New York and 
Boston has staked its claim 
market for scientific 
Blood—The Journal 
has, the words its 
opened major 
great barrier language. 
sists published 
articles 
supranational language—a 
not constructed, the 
peranto and others have 
cially developed, but one 
and synthesized from all the 
common the various 
England 
Medicine, Vol. 250, No. 
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